Capture of an Inca King: Francisco Pizarro
From Narrative of the Conquest of Peru, by his secretary, Francisco de Xeres, 1530-34 
When Francisco Pizarro arrived in Peru, he planned on converting the Inca to Catholicism.  Pizarro ordered a priest to bring the King of the Inca, Atahualpa, a copy of the Bible.  Never seeing a book before, he threw it to the ground.
The monk told the Governor what had passed between him and Atahualpa, and that he had thrown the Scriptures to the ground. Then the Governor put on a jacket of cotton, took his sword and dagger, and, with the Spaniards who were with him, entered amongst the Indians most valiantly; and, with only four men who were able to follow him, he came to the chair where Atahualpa was, and fearlessly seized him by the arm. Then the guns were fired off, the trumpets were sounded, and the troops, both horse and foot, entered. On seeing the horses charge, many of the Indians who were in the open space fled. The horsemen rode them down, killing and wounding, and following in pursuit... Then the Spaniards made such a slaughter amongst those who carried the chair that they fell to the ground, and, if the Governor had not protected Atahualpa, that proud man would there have paid for all the cruelties he had committed. The Governor, in protecting Atahualpa, received a slight wound in the hand. During the whole time no Indian raised his arms against a Spaniard.
. . . Atahualpa feared that the Spaniards would kill him, so he told the Governor that he would give his captors a great quantity of gold and silver. The Governor asked him: "How much can you give, and in what time?" Atahualpa said: "I will give gold enough to fill a room twenty-two feet long and seventeen wide, up to a white line which is halfway up the wall." The height would be that of a man's stature and a half. He said that, up to that mark, he would fill the room with different kinds of golden vessels, such as jars, pots, vases, besides lumps and other pieces. As for silver, he said he would fill the whole chamber with it twice over. He undertook to do this in two months. The Governor told him to send off messengers with this object, and that, when it was accomplished, he need have no fear....
In the weeks that followed, gold and silver flowed into the city.  Slowly, the room began to fill.  One day, a chieften appeared before Pizarro and told him through interpretors that Atahualpa had sent word to all the provinces with orders to collect troops to fight against Pizarro.  The army would be in the capital by midnight.
The Governor then spoke to Atahualpa, saying: "What treason is this that you have prepared for me? For me who have treated you with honor, like a brother, and have trusted in your words!" Then he told him all the information he had received…Then the Governor, with the agreement of the officers of his Majesty, and of the captains and persons of experience, sentenced Atahualpa to death. His sentence was that, for the treason he had committed, he should die by burning, unless he became a Christian . . .
They brought out Atahualpa to execution; and, when he came into the square, he said he would become a Christian. The Governor was informed, and ordered him to be baptized. The ceremony was performed by the very reverend Father Friar Vicente de Valverde. The Governor then ordered that he should not be burned, but that he should be fastened to a pole in the open space and strangled. This was done, and the body was left until the morning of the next day, when the monks, and the Governor with the other Spaniards, conveyed it into the church, where it was interred with much solemnity, and with all the honors that could be shown it. Such was the end of this man, who had been so cruel. He died with great fortitude, and without showing any feeling . . .

[bookmark: _GoBack]Questions: Answer the following in complete sentencs.
1. What is the deal Atahualpa makes with Pizarro after Atahualpa’s capture? 



2. What is the punishment Atahualpa faces after Pizarro discovers he has tricked him?



3. After Pizarro’s sentencing, what deal does he make Atahualpa?  Does Pizarro follow through with the deal?


