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Alas, much more lies sick than poor Louis: not the French King
only, but the French Kingship; this too, after long rough tear and
wear, is breaking down. The world is all so changed...--Borne
over the Atlantic, to the closing ear of Louis, King by the Grace of
God, what sounds are these; muffled ominous, new in our
centuries? Boston Harbour is black with unexpected Tea: behold
a Pennsylvanian Congress gather; and ere long, on Bunker Hill,
DEMOCRACY announcing, in rifle-volleys death-winged, under
her Star Banner, to the tune of Yankee-doodle-doo, that she is
born, and, whirlwind-like, will envelope the whole world!

Thomas Carlyle, The French Revolution (1837)





image1.png
Powers of the king—The King, Louis XVI. was absolute. He ruled by the divine right
theory which held that he had received his power to govern from God and was therefore
responsible to God alone. He appointed all civil officials and military officers. He made and
enforced the laws. He could declare war and make peace. He levied taes and spent the people’s
money as he saw fit. He controlled the expression of thought by a strict censorship of speech and
press, By means ofetres de cachet (sealed lettors which ﬂ‘n:’{mﬂy lank warrants for arest) he
could arbitrarily imprison anyone without trial for an indefinite period. He lived in his magnificent
palace at Versailles, completely oblivious to the rising tide of popular discontent

‘Source: Friedman & Foner, A Genelic Approach to Modern European History,
College Entrance Book Co., 1838
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July 12, 1789
.. The 12th. Walking up a long hill, to ease my mare, I was joined by a poor woman, who
complained of the '.inrfZ p:mxl lhﬁl it was a s:d"zunuy: rlemmfh?;g h(::y reug::’x, she said her
husband had but a morsel of land. one cow and a poor lttle horse, yet they had a franchar (42
Ib.) of wheat, and three chickens, to pay as a quit-rent to one Seigneur [noble]: and four franchar
of oats, one chicken and 1 sou [small unit of money] to pay to another, besides very heavy tailles
[taxes on the land and its produce] and other taxes. She had seven children, and the cow’s milk
helped to make the soup. But why. instead of a horse, do not you keep another cow? Oh, her
husband could not carry his produce so well without a horse; and asses are lttle used in the
country. It was said, at present, that something was to be done by some great folks for such poor
ones, but she did not know who nor how, but God send us better, car les tailles & les droits nous
cerasent [because the taxes and laws are crushing us]. —This woman, at no great distance, might
have been taken for sixty or seventy: her figure was so bent, and her face so furrowed [wrinkled]
and hardened by labour, — but she said she was only twenty-cight. An Englishman who has not
traveled, cannot imagin the fgure made by infnitlythe greate part of the counrysomen in
it, hard and severe labour: I am mcEm»d to think, that they work
harder than the men, and dns united with the more miserable labour of bringing a new race of
slaves into the world, destroys absolutely all symmetry of pes ced proportions] and
every feminine appearance. To what are we to attribute this difference in the manners of the
lower people in the two kingdoms? To Government

‘Source: Miss Betham-Edvwards, ed., Arthur Youngs Travels in France During
e Yoars 1767, 1785, 1785, & Boll and Sons (acpted)
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The plan of this book is fairly simple. We must ask ourselves three questions.
1. What is the Third State? Everything.
2. What has it been until now in the political order? Nothing.
3. What does it want to be? Something....

The Third Estate embraces then all that which belongs to the nation; and all that which
is not the Third Estate, cannot be regarded as being of the nation.

What is the Third Estate?
Itis everything.

~-Abbe Sieyes, Qu'est-ce que le iers état,). pamphlet written as an attack on the Clergy and Nobility
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Finances
By 1789, France was bankrupt. The country could no longer pay its debts, debs that
were all the result of war. One example says a great deal about this situation. By 1789,
France was still paying off debts incurred by the wars of Louis XIV, that is, wars of the
late 17th and early 18th century. Furthermore, a number of social groups and institutions
did not pay taxes of any kind. Many universitics were exempt from taxation as were the
thirteen Parlements, cites like Paris, the Church and the clergy, the aristocracy and
numerous members of the bourgeoisie. And of course, it was simply brilliant planning to
continue to tax the peasants - peasants who, having nothing to contribute were, over the
course of the century, forced to contribute even more.

‘Taken From: hitp:/www_history guide.org/intellect/lecture! 1 html
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“Nature was creating economic problems. First, a hailstorm and a drought
ruined the harvest. Then the winter of 1788 was the worst in 80 years.
Frozen rivers prevented waterwheels from powering the mills that ground
wheat into flour. Food and firewood were scarce and expensive. As hunger
and cold made life wretched for thousands of French citizens, misery grew
into anger.”

‘Taken From: Goldberg, Steven (Ed.). (2008). Human legacy, Modern era. Austin, TX: Holt, Rinehart, and Winston.





